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CleanSeaNet –  
European Satellite Oil Spill 
Monitoring and Vessel 
Detection Service 
 
Use Cases 
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CleanSeaNet SAFEMED Info Day– Lisbon – November 2013 

Caught by CleanSeaNet 
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1. CleanSeaNet detection on 25 February 2012 in UK 
territorial waters. UK Coast Guard contacts vessel. 

2. Master indicates a tank cleaning operation of palm oil 
that stopped at 13.5 nautical miles from the coast 

3. CleanSeaNet clearly shows the ship discharging within 
the 12 nautical miles limit 

4. Company pleads guilty 

5. Fined £15,000 + £7,500 costs 
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22 March 2013 - The whole chain in action 
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1. CleanSeaNet detection on 22 March in Croatian waters. 
Analysis shows that the spill was detected 
approximately 5 hours after the discharge. 

2. Possible source (MMSI) reported by the CSN service 
provider. Track available in alert report based on AIS 
information available in CSNDC 

3. Slovenia enters an overriding factor message in Thetis 
regarding a possible pollution in Croatian waters 

4. Inspectors found (source: feedback in CSN and Thetis) 
evidence of a discharge of oily products: 

• An OWS line containing oil residues 

• Oil spots on starboard side hull (about 10 square 
meters) 

5. The master and the company were fined 4,600.00 
Euros. The ship was not detained. 

 

22 March 2013 - The whole chain in action 
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Monitoring the spill in Irish waters - February 2009 

© ESA (European Space Agency)/EMSA 2009 

• CSN alert on four 
possible oil slicks sent 
to Irish Coast Guard 
and to MCA on 
14/02/09 

• Mineral oil spill (at 
least 300m³ of heavy 
fuel oil) confirmed by 
aerial surveillance 

• Spill was due to 
failure during 
refueling at sea 
operation involving 
Russian Navy vessels 

• 7 satellite images 
acquired over the 
area 

• Oil still visible on 
27/02/2009 
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Cyprus 

18/06/2007 

 

© CSA / MDA / EMSA 
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